
 

 
BROWN COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

July 14, 2015 
 

The Brown County Planning & Zoning Commission held their regularly scheduled public meeting on July 14, 2015 
at 9:00 am in the Commissioners Room 204 of the Brown County Courthouse. Commission members present: 
Andrew Lochner, Anita Mohr, Brian Tohal, Leo Wilfarht, and Commissioner Dennis Potter. Also present: Charles 
Enter, County Administrator; Charles Hanson, County Attorney; Laine Sletta, Zoning Administrator; Joan Doss, 
Asst. Zoning Administrator; and Robert Santaella, Feedlot Technician. Members of the public included: Corey 
Huiras, Lori Schneider, Don Hoffman, Brad Hoffman, Tim Fischer, Jerome Fischer, and Diane Fisher. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Lochner at 9:00 am. 
 
A motion was made by Anita Mohr and seconded by Leo Wilfarht to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2015, 
with a correction on the second page – striking the word unanimous under the first item of business.   
The motion passed unanimously 5-0. 
 
The first item of business was a Conditional Use Permit application C-00425 by Brown County, Sheriff Hoffmann 
representing, on property described as part of the W2 of SE4, Sec16-Twp109N-R30W, Cottonwood Township, 
Brown County, for the purpose to renew and amend existing CUP #C-00235 to continue to allow the use of a 
shooting range for the purpose of Law Enforcement fire arms training, and to extend days of operation from 
currently permitted 10 to 25 days annually, all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.   
  
 Discussion:  

Sletta provided background on the application.  Tohal asked if only law enforcement use this range.  
Sletta noted it was only the Sheriff’s office, with the possibility of occasional use from the city police 
officers if along with Sheriff’s office.  Tohal also made the comment that the sheriff must feel more days 
of training are necessary.  Lochner noted that it would’ve been nice to have a representative present; 
Sletta said we will make sure there is one at the county board meeting. 

 
 Motion was made by Tohal and seconded by Potter to recommend approval to the County Board with 

the following conditions: 
1. The entrance gate of the property is locked when the shooting range is not in operation. 
2. Range days of operation shall be limited to no more than 25 days annually. 
3. Use of shooting range is allowed for Law Enforcement personnel only, with signage. 
4. County Staff shall be provided access to the property to perform onsite inspections as needed to 

ensure compliance with all rules & regulations set forth for this operation. 
5. If there is a change of ownership of this site the CUP #C-00425 becomes Null & Void. 
6. Previous CUP #C-00235 is Null & Void. 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote 
 
The second item of business was a preliminary plat P-00182.  A single lot split by Dean & Lori Schneider, known 
as Schneider’s Fourth Subdivision on property described as part of the NE4 of NW4, Sec1-Twp108N-R31W, Lake 
Hanska Township, Brown County.  Parcel is an existing homestead being split from tillable ground. 

Discussion:  
Sletta provided background on the plat and attachments.  Lochner asked why one side is slightly longer 
than the other, which causes it to not be square.  Lori Schneider noted that a tree line had been planted, 



 

and would otherwise have to be moved to make it square, but that the one side is only 7 feet longer 
than the other. 

 
Motion was made by Mohr and seconded by Tohal to recommend approval to the County Board. 
 

The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The third item of business was a Conditional Use Application C-00428 by Corey Huiras on property described as 
part of the NW4, Sec21-Twp109N-R33W, Leavenworth Township, Brown County, for the purpose to renew 
existing CUP #C-00096 to continue to allow up to a maximum 1872 AU (6,240 Head) in a Hog finishing operation 
located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District. 

 
Discussion:  
Sletta provided background on the application and noted that the zoning office had not received any 
public comments on this application.     

 
Motion was made by Potter and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board with 
the following conditions: 
1. The feedlot operator must comply with all Minnesota state rules and regulations including MPCA 

standards and regulations regarding feedlot facility construction and operation, including 
application of manure generated at the facility to cropland at rates which do not exceed the 
recommended crop nutrient requirements. 

2. A perimeter tile line access port must be installed & maintained within 20 feet down-gradient of the 
barn(s) in order to allow drawing a tile line water sample for analysis as may be desired in the 
future. 

3. Liquid manure applied to farm fields must be injected into soil, or may be spread on fields with 
incorporation into the soil within 12 hours of spreading. 

4. Field application of liquid manure shall not exceed two (2) times per year. The County Planning and 
Zoning Office shall be informed prior to any field application of liquid manure in an emergency.  

5. Manure application records, soil analysis and manure analysis shall be retained on file for a period of 
at least three (3) years and shall be available to the County Planning & Zoning Office upon request. 

6. Manure Management Plan must be updated annually, be retained on file for a period of at least 
three (3) years & shall be available to the County Planning & Zoning Office upon request. 

7. County Staff shall be provided access to the property to perform onsite inspections as needed to 
ensure compliance with all rules & regulations set forth for this operation. 

8. If there is a change of ownership of this site, at any time, the new owner must contact the County 
Planning & Zoning Office and provide all necessary information to update CUP file.  County contact 
must be made within 30 days of official property transfer. 

9. Previous CUP #C-00096 is Null & Void 
 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The fourth item of business was a Final Plat P-00180.  A Multi Lot (2) split by Trevor Kral, Scott & Kristine Kral 
owner, known as Trevor Kral Subdivision on property described as part of the W2 of NE4, Sec5-Twp108N-R31W, 
Lake Hanska Township, Brown County.  Parcels being platted are currently one building site separating to 
homestead and feedlot and both being split off from tillable ground. 

 
Discussion:  



 

Sletta provided background on the application.  Wilfarht asked if the driveway goes through the two 
lots.  Sletta confirmed that the easement goes through both lots and has been recorded with the 
Recorder’s Office.     

 
Motion was made by Tohal and seconded by Potter to recommend approval to the County Board. 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The fifth item of business was a Conditional Use Application C-00427 by Craig & Joleen Dittbenner on property 
described as part of the E2 of SW4, Sec24-Twp111N-R33W, Eden Township, Brown County, for the purpose to 
renew existing CUP #C-00067 to continue to allow up to a maximum 400 AU (Approx. 200 Mature Dairy Cows, 
40 heifers, and 25 calves) in a Dairy operation and continue to allow existing proposed 90' X 144' expansion to 
barn, all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District. 

 
Discussion:  
Sletta provided background on the application.  There was a point of clarification if the expansion has 
been completed or if it is being proposed.  Robert Santaella noted that the expansion was included in 
their previous CUP, but was never completed, and that they would like to still have the option of 
expanding in the future.  Sletta also noted that their current registration says they currently have 270 
AU on site, so there hasn’t been expansion yet.  Potter asked if the additional animal units will require 
an expansion to the basin.  Sletta noted that this will be checked.      

 
Motion was made by Wilfarht and seconded by Potter to recommend approval to the County Board 
with the following conditions: 

1. The feedlot operator must comply with all Minnesota state rules and regulations including 
MPCA standards and regulations regarding feedlot facility construction and operation, including 
application of manure generated at the facility to cropland at rates which do not exceed the 
recommended crop nutrient requirements. 

2. Liquid manure applied to farm fields must be injected into soil, or may be spread on fields with 
incorporation into the soil within 12 hours of spreading. 

3. Field application of liquid manure shall not exceed two (2) times per year. The County Planning 
and Zoning Office shall be informed prior to any field application of liquid manure in an 
emergency.  

4. Concerning the tile line surrounding the earthen animal waste holding basin, the feedlot 
operator must:  
A. Perform tile water analysis twice per year (once between May 1–15 and once between 

October 1-15).  Provide a copy of water analysis to Planning & Zoning Office for attachment to 
CUP record. 

B. Operator must retain certified lab at his expense to obtain water sample and to perform 
analysis as required. 

C.   Analyze tile water for:   1) Ammonia nitrogen                                    3) Nitrates 
                                                 2) TKN Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen                    4) Chlorides 
D. Take tile water sample from the tile line access port between basin and connection to other 

tile lines. 
5. Manure application records, soil analysis and manure analysis shall be retained on file for a 

period of at least three (3) years and shall be available to the County Planning & Zoning Office 
upon request. 



 

6. Manure Management Plan must be updated annually, be retained on file for a period of at least 
three (3) years & shall be available to the County Planning & Zoning Office upon request. 

7. County Staff shall be provided access to the property to perform onsite inspections as needed to 
ensure compliance with all rules & regulations set forth for this operation. 

8. If there is a change of ownership of this site, at any time, the new owner must contact the 
County Planning & Zoning Office and provide all necessary information to update CUP file.  
County contact must be made within 30 days of official property transfer. 

9. Previous CUP #C-00067 is Null & Void 
 

The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The sixth item of business was a Conditional Use Application C-00426 by Donald & Diane Hoffman on property 
described as part of the SW4, Sec8-Twp109N-R30W, Cottonwood Township, Brown County, for the purpose to 
renew and amend existing CUP C-00239 to allow continued use of an existing 125' X 675' X 5' deep earthen dairy 
manure holding basin and allow construction of a 40' X 80' cattle barn to house an additional 40 AU (40 head of 
dry cows) and to allow a maximum of 786 Animal Units (Approx. 451 Mature Cows, 110 Heifers, and 10 Calves) 
as previously permitted, all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District. 

Discussion:  
Sletta provided background on the application.  Lochner asked if the new barn will affect the lagoon.  
Don Hoffman said it won’t since the barn will house dry cows.  Diane Fischer, a neighbor, brought 
forward a complaint that they had been hauling manure before road restrictions were lifted and that 
they can’t open their windows because of the smell from the feedlot.  Lochner and Sletta mentioned 
that the road issues should be taken up with the township board since it is a township road that is the 
problem.  Brad Hoffman said that living in the country comes with smells, and there is very little they 
can do about it.  Mohr noted that she was unhappy to hear about the road damage, and Brad Hoffman 
responded that you can’t wait to pump and haul – when it needs to be done, it has to get done.  He also 
noted that they very rarely apply in the spring, and this year was a special circumstance.   

 
Motion was made by Potter and seconded by Tohal to recommend approval to the County Board with 
the following conditions: 
1. The feedlot operator must comply with all Minnesota state rules and regulations including MPCA 

standards and regulations regarding feedlot facility construction and operation, including 
application of manure generated at the facility to cropland at rates which do not exceed the 
recommended crop nutrient requirements. 

2. Liquid manure applied to farm fields must be injected into soil, or may be spread on fields with 
incorporation into the soil within 12 hours of spreading, excepting application of liquid manure on 
alfalfa may be done without incorporation but no more than two (2) times per year. 

3. Alfalfa fields accepting application of liquid manure must maintain a 1000 foot setback from all 
residences.  Manure may be applied closer to a residence ONLY if WRITTEN permission is granted & 
on file with the County Planning & Zoning Office. 

4. Field application of liquid manure shall not exceed two (2) times per year. The County Planning and 
Zoning Office shall be informed prior to any field application of liquid manure in an emergency.  

5. Concerning the tile line surrounding the earthen animal waste holding basin, the feedlot operator 
must:  
A. Perform tile water analysis twice per year (once between May 1–15 and once between October 1-

15).  Provide a copy of water analysis to Planning & Zoning Office for attachment to CUP record. 
B. Operator must retain certified lab at his expense to obtain water sample and to perform analysis 

as required. 



 

C.   Analyze tile water for:   1) Ammonia nitrogen                                    3) Nitrates 
                                                 2) TKN Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen                    4) Chlorides 
D. Take tile water sample from the tile line access port between basin and connection to other tile 

lines. 
6. A vegetative buffer for odor control must be installed & maintained around the manure storage 

basin. 
7. The earthen basin shall be enclosed with a fence to keep out livestock and discourage trespassing, 

especially by children. 
8. Use enough straw in bedding management to promote development of crust on lagoon. 
9. Silage bags must be properly disposed of according to MPCA guidelines. No Burning. 
10. Manure application records, soil analysis and manure analysis shall be retained on file for a period of 

at least three (3) years and shall be available to the County Planning & Zoning Office upon request. 
11. Manure Management Plan must be updated annually, be retained on file for a period of at least 

three (3) years & shall be available to the County Planning & Zoning Office upon request. 
12. County Staff shall be provided access to the property to perform onsite inspections as needed to 

ensure compliance with all rules & regulations set forth for this operation. 
13. If there is a change of ownership of this site, at any time, the new owner must contact the County 

Planning & Zoning Office and provide all necessary information to update CUP file.  County contact 
must be made within 30 days of official property transfer. 

14. Previous CUP #C-00067 is Null & Void 
 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The final item of business was to set the next meeting of the Planning Commission for Tuesday, August 11, 2015 
at 9:00 am. 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Joan Doss, Asst. Zoning Administrator  


